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     I am honored at the confidence my friends have shown in allowing me 
to serve as President of District 4 for the coming year. A special thanks to 
outgoing President Joann Glasson for almost two years as president, and 
for facilitating a smooth transition, and to Bill Bauer for his continuing 
support, including a “new president script” for incoming presidents to 
follow. 
     Last year's TAP (Teacher Accreditation Program) training sessions in 
Vestal, NY and King of Prussia, PA were well attended by 110 potential 
new teachers. At the Lancaster board meeting, October 31, it was de-
cided to again provide up to $500 subsidy to each of two sites that want 
to hold them in 2010. The cost will be $50 per person. Please contact 
Mary Poplawski  (mpoplawski@stny.rr.com) or me if you know of a good 
location as we are looking to hold them in two new areas. In addition, a 
textbook fund is set up to purchase student text books (the two series 
covered in the TAP’s). Teachers can use this to get the quantity price 
break on small purchases. 
     The schedules for the World Bridge Series at the Philadelphia Marriott 
from October 1 to October 16, 2010, and the concurrent 16 day Philadel-
phia Regional are posted on the District 4 website. Start planning now to 
attend at least some of the events. We – District 4 – will need to provide 
volunteers for partnership, Vugraph, and probably registration. 
     With the addition of the World Bridge Series there will be plenty of 
opportunities to enjoy the game of bridge at any skill level. Please check 
this newsletter and the District 4 website for the tournaments and sched-
ules. I look forward to seeing you and to making all of our tournaments a 
success. Play bridge and have fun! 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

BOB COLE 

ATTENTION TEACHERS 
 

The District is stocking some beginner 
text books to be able to provide quantity 
discounts to teachers who purchase 
smaller amounts for their classes.  For 
more information or to order contact  
M a r y  P o p l a w s k i  a t 
mpoplawski@stny.rr.com or Bill Bauer at 
William.baueriii@verizon.net. 
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DISTRICT DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

CRAIG ROBINSON 

 The World Bridge Championships are coming to the United 
States.  The World Bridge Championships are coming to 
District 4.  The World Bridge Championships are coming to 
Philadelphia, October 1st through the 16th 2010.  All these 
events are open to everyone.  But if you would prefer to 
win masterpoints, there will be a 16-day (might be the long-

est in ACBL history) regional running parallel to the World Championships. 
     Many of the World events will be on BBO, so we will need vu-graph op-
erators to volunteer.  A vu-graph operator gets a table side seat and has to 
record every bid and then the play of every card into a computer.  If you are 
interested in volunteering for this or some other activity during the tourna-
ment, let me know. 
     The regional will have knock-outs starting everyday at 10:30 and 3:30.  On 
Saturday the 2nd and 9th and on Wednesday the 6th and 13th there will be an 
event called the Golden Opportunity Pairs.  These are two pair events, one 
of which is (0-3000 and 3000+) and the other event is (0-300 and 300-750).  
This is a pair event where newer players can win gold points.  All of the over-
all awards are gold.  So if you enjoy matchpoint games, this is a game where 
the newer players have a legitimate chance to win gold points. 
     The World Championships schedule is as follows: October 2nd- Mixed 
Pairs – Qualifying rounds 1 &2; October 3rd- Mixed Pairs – Qualifying 3 & 
Final 1,  Mixed Pairs Palate 1; October 4th – Mixed Pairs – Final 2 & 3, Mixed 
Pairs Palate 2 & 3; October 5th thru 7th – Rosenblum (open) Teams & McCon-
nell (ladies) Teams round robin; October 8th – Rosenblum (64), McConnell 
(32), Swiss Palate, Senior Teams; October 9th – Rosenblum (32), McConnell 
(16), Senior Teams, Open & Ladies Pairs Qualifying 1 & 2; October 10th – 
Rosenblum (16) McConnell (8) Senior Teams Open & Ladies Pairs Qualifying 
3 & 4; October 11th – Rosenblum (8), McConnell (Semi), Senior Teams, Open 
& Ladies Pairs Qual 5 Semifinal 1; October 12th – Rosenblum 
(Semi),,McConnell (Final), Open & Ladies Pairs Semifinal 2 & 3, Senior & IMP 
Pairs Qualifying 1 & 2; October 13th – Rosenblum (Final), Open & Ladies Pairs 
Semifinal 4 & 5, Senior & IMP Pairs Qualifying 3 & 4; October 14th – Open & 
Ladies Pairs &  Senior & IMP Pairs Final 1 & 2, Mixed Swiss Teams Qualifying 
1 & 2; October 15th – Open & Ladies Pairs & Senior & IMP Pairs Final 3 & 4, 
Mixed Teams Qualifying 3 & Final 1; October 16th – Open & Ladies Pairs & 
IMP Pairs Final 5, Mixed Teams Final 2; Also the Youth Team Championship 
will run from the 10th to the 16th and the Youth Individual will run from the 
14th to the 16th. 
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CENTRAL NEW YORK  112 
www.acblunit112.org 
Robert Simard 
315-656-3204 
rsimard@twcny.rr.com 

 

     Congratulations to new Life 
Masters Judy Everts, Marcia 
Hume and John Lute; new Bronze 
Life Masters Joan Walbourn, Ted 
Walbourn, James Carroll and 
Emily Rankin; new Silver Life 
Masters Norma Deambra, Rich-
ard Muse, Joann Williams, Sam 
Mehta and Elizabeth Way; new 
Gold Life Masters Sally Hill and 
Jim Bridges.  Also, congratula-
tions to new Junior Masters 
George Morgan, Cathy Pasztor, 
Barbara Heller, Paul Hoffower, 
Kathleen Kingston, Roger Newell, 
David Snepenger, Kathy George, 
Harry Hood, Luann Mongelli, 
Mary Snepenger and Barbara 
Thomson; new Club Masters 
Marjorie Burch, David Klem, 
George Riehle, Diane Smith, 
Marilyn Bell, Chick Corletta, Anita 
Frech, Judy Poltenson, Jolyon 
Bloomfield, Kathy Brick, Jeanne 
Lawler, Chen Li and John North-

rop; new Sectional Masters Lil 
Oeinich, Tibor Guthin, Donald 
Landenberger, Marie McCarthy, 
Milton Sack and Carolyn Case; 
new Regional Masters Patricia 
Hansen, Elizabeth Robinson, 
Jane Romal, Todd Consilio, Carol 
Ginsky, Sheila Horowitch and 
Ray LaBarron; new NABC Mas-
ters Steve Dennis, Sue Barocas, 
Dominic Colucci, Dr. Jonathan 
Forde, Jeffery King, Ivan Mont-
gomery, Thomas Mulgrew and 
Gerry Ride. 
     There are 1194 members in 
Unit 112 comprised of 123 
Rookies (0-5), 125 Junior Mas-
ters (5+), 184 Club Masters 
(20+), 141 Sectional Masters 
(50+), 145 Regional Masters 
(100+), 78 NABC Masters (200+), 
56 Life Masters, 157 Bronze Life 
Master, 152 Silver Life Masters, 
27 Gold Life Masters, 4 Diamond 
Life Masters, 1 Platinum Life 
Master and 1 Grand Life Master. 
     The Syracuse Winter Sec-
tional will be January 8-10, 
2010. The Unit 112 STaC will be 
February 15-20, 2010. The Roch-
ester Spring Sectional will be 
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March 5-7, 2010.  
     Dan Boye won the NAP Flight 
A Finals and with his partner will 
represent District 4 at the Na-
tional ACBL finals in Reno.  

 
NORTHEASTERN PA  120 
www.nepba.com 
Walter Mitchell 
570-709-0850 
waltermitc@aol.com 

 

     As the new Unit 120 corre-
spondent to the 4Spot, let me 
first extend my heartfelt thanks 
and congratulations to my 
predecessor. Joann Mauger’s 
messages have appeared in this 
space for many, many years. She 
has set the bar high for her suc-
cessor. I would appreciate unit 
members e-mailing me items of 
information from their local ar-
eas so we can disseminate such 
news to a wider audience. 
Newest Life Master: Kudos to 
Karen Wessell, our newest Life 
Master! She corralled those final 
elusive gold points despite play-
ing with her long-time partner 
and spouse, Dave, in the Black 
Eyed Susan pairs at the recent 
Ocean City Regional. Dave is a 
dedicated board member, chair-
ing our annual Jeanne Liese 
Tourney in April, and the Wes-
sells never miss a unit sectional. 
New Ranks: Junior Master:  

Maxine Libenson, Sam Argento, 
Barbara Herkner, Sandra Pan-
sick,  Seymone Pansick, Rose-
mary Caputo, Jane Jones, Louis 
Russo, Chris Lacy; Club Master: 
Barbara Green, Diane Bradshaw, 
Mary Hanlon, Barbara Krassalt, 
William Menche, Daniel Higgins, 
Gary Hillenbrand, John Powell, 
Barbara Smith, Judith Stillinger, 
Beth Travis, Ethel Golo, Barbara 
Levy, Patrick McDonough, Sec-
tional Master: Helen Tanski, 
Mary Donahue, Ellen Meade, 
Annie Menche, Joan Rittenberg, 
Connie Stern, Jody Sorrell, Emily 
Trunzo, Jane Feinstein, June 
Golubock, Clara Kelly, Carol 
Nogi, Stella Schub, Regional 
Master: Sue Kluger, Mike Dudek, 
Ruth Orth, Leslie Sloan, NABC 
Master: Mary Beth Gower, 
Sondra Kaufman; Bronze Life 
Master: Steve Mansour; Silver 
Life Master: Mike Whitaker. 
Recent Results: Jim Mazeika & 
Mary Tragis from Honesdale 
came in fourth overall in the 
NAP Flight “C” District Champi-
onships, and they almost didn’t 
play! Bet they’re glad now that 
their hometown director, Fay 
Pacchioli, talked them into par-
ticipating. Judy Argento & Ray 
Depew teamed with Mary Ann 
Churba & Ed Bissell to finish 
third in the Sunday Swiss at the 
Williamsport Sectional. Judy & 
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Ray also led all Unit 120 players 
with more than 11 MPs at the 
October Sectional in Kingston. Dr. 
Eugene Stec and his partner took 
top honors at a special EOTC 
charity game held recently in 
Scranton. The unit “pair to 
watch”, Phyllis Brandes and Jill 
Fragen, took first place in Flight C 
in the same event. And Len Gell-
man of Wilkes-Barre was 25th 
among all participants in the re-
cent Lancaster Regional, amassing 
a total of nearly 56 MPs! 
Members Honored & Remem-
bered: George Marcy, longtime 
director of the Tuesday Open 
game at the Scranton JCC, was 
honored for his years of service 
before stepping aside for Dave 
Meyer and George Mansour. 
Marcy also manages the North-
eastern PA Bridge website. We 
also note with sadness the pass-
ing of four long-time Unit 120 
players: Edna Marie Bierne, June 
Golubock, Edna Lane and Honor 
Mark.  
A Final Thought… Treat your part-
ner kindly; she may be the only 
person willing to play with you! 

BERKS MONTGOMERY 121 
www.unit121bridge.com 
Sue Wessner 
610-972-5327 
bearsbysue@aol.com 
 

     Our Fall Sectional was held in 
September with Albert Binga-
man, Jr. winning the Master-
point Race. Doris Sharpe, our 
sectional Coordinator, did her 
usual outstanding job. Many 
thanks to Doris for her dedica-
tion and hard work. October 11th 
was our Annual Hawley Quier 
Memorial BAM. The winning 
team was Jack Berry, Bill Sedlis, 
Greg Kiddy and Sue Wessner. 
Please mark your calendars for 
our winter Sectional, which will 
be held February 12-15, 2010 
finishing on President’s Day 
Monday. For more information 
check our website or the ACBL 
calendar.     
     Congratulations to the follow-
ing people who have achieved 
new ranks: Junior Master: Carl 
Yerger; Club Master: Jean Yer-
ger, Steven Burkey and Anna 
Mattern; Sectional Master: Do-
reen Penczer; Regional Master: 
Isabelle & Luke Moyer; NABC 
Master: Emily Troutman; Life 
Master: Mary Jo Cannizzaro; 
Emerald Life Master: Tom Weik. 
Special congratulations go to 
three of our Unit members who 
won at the NAP District Qualifier 

Articles & ads for the 

next 4Spot (March 2010) 

are due February 1, 2010. 
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cember at 1:00 PM, a charity 
pairs game on Sunday 17 January 
at 2:00 PM, the annual souper 
bowl charity game on Sunday 7 
February at 2:00 PM, and a team 
game on Sunday 21 March at 2:00 
Pm.  All games are at the Lehigh 
County Senior Citizen's Center in 
Allentown. 
     Congratulations to unit mem-
bers Madison Morgan and Sam-
uel Litzenberger for finishing sec-
ond in the district Flight C North 
American Pairs, thereby qualify-
ing for the Nationals.  Congratula-
tions to Peter Stoyanov for be-
coming Bronze Life Master.  Spe-
cial congratulations to the unit's 
newest Life Masters, Amal Chat-
terjee, Ronald Hutchinson, 
Jeanne Keubler and Samuel 
Litzenberger. 

         
 
PCBA  141 
www.philadelphiabridge.info 
John Marks 
215-891-0602 
JGMMarks@aol.com 
 

     A Web Site has now been set 
up for the Valley Forge Regional 
Tournament.  A special thanks to 
Joann Glasson and Harold Jordan 
for work, time and effort they put 
forth in establishing the web site.  
You can visit the web site at 
www.valleyforgeregional.org.  
The web site is also linked to the 

in Allentown: Tom Weik, Albert 
Bingaman & Barry Gorski. 

        
 
LEHIGH VALLEY  133 
www.lvbabridge.org 
Dave Kresge 
215-536-8839 
kresgede@aol.com 
 

     The Monday afternoon game 
and the Wednesday afternoon 
game which were held at the 
Allentown Jewish Community Cen-
ter will be moved effective 16 No-
vember to Brith Sholom Temple 
on 1160 W. Macada Road in Beth-
lehem.  This will be a very conven-
ient site with easy access for play-
ers in western Lehigh County as 
well as players from  eastern 
Northampton County and every-
one in between.  The Monday 
game will start at 11:00 AM and 
the Wednesday game will start at 
12:30 PM.  The games will be di-
rected by Ed Spitzer, Frank Kue-
bler, and John Schwartz.  If anyone 
needs further information or di-
rections, please contact Ed Spitzer 
6 1 0 - 8 67 - 6 5 75  o r  e m a i l 
paynespitzer@hotmail.com.   
       Valerie Barber hosted a fare-
well and thank you for retiring 
directors Don & Bettie McLean at 
the last game at the JCC on 11 No-
vember.  
      Upcoming unit games are a pro
-am team game on Sunday 13 De-
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District web site, Unit 141 web 
site and the ACBL Tournament 
Calendar on the ACBL web site. 
     Craig Robinson, Joann Glas-
son, JoAnn and Danny Sprung 
and I are busily working together 
with other high ranking mem-
bers of the ACBL and WBF set-
ting up the 2010 World Series 
Bridge Series Championship for 
October 2010.  A regional tour-
nament will run parallel with the 
WBF events.  For more informa-
tion consult either the District 4 
or Unit 141 web sites.  Philadel-
phia will also host the Summer 
NABC in July of 2012. 
     Barry Gorski (19.51), Bill Parks 
(19.18) and Abe Pineles (12.46) 
were the top players at the Sep-
tember Sectional.  Bill Parks 
(21.58), Jay Apfelbaum (20.02) 
and Meyer Kotkin (19.28) were 
the top players at the October 
Sectional.   
     Elections for a third of the 
Unit 141 Board of Directors will 
take place during the January 
Sectional at the Crescent Shrine, 
700 Highland Drive, Westamp-
ton, NJ, January 8 to 10, 2010.  
The Winter Sectional will be held 
at the Knights of Columbus, 
Glenside, PA on February 6 – 8, 
2010.  See ad on Page 25. 
     The following are important 
future dates to remember: 2010 
Philadelphia Regional at Valley 

Forge Convention Center, July 12 
to 18. 2010 World Bridge Federa-
tion at Marriott in Center City 
Philadelphia, October 1 to 16. 
2011 Philadelphia Regional at Val-
ley Forge Convention Center, Au-
gust 22 to 28. 2011 Philadelphia 
Regional at Valley Forge Conven-
tion Center, March 5 to 11. 2012 
Philadelphia Summer NABC July 
12 to 22. 

 
CENTRAL PENN 168 
http://web2.acbl.org/hoster/units/
unit168/index.htm 

Kelly Zeller 
717-246-8034 
kmzeller1@comcast.net 
 

     Hello again Unit 168 Members!  
Hopefully, everyone has their 
winter clothes unpacked because 
you’ll need the warm gear to at-
tend these events; Harrisburg 
Sectional 12/4-12/6 at the Harris-
burg Bridge Club with the Annual 
Unit Members Meeting on Sun-
day 12/6 after the Swiss. Dinner is 
provided. Also, the Harrisburg 
Sectional 1/29 - 1/31/2010 at the 
Holiday Inn in New Cumberland.  
Please keep in mind when you are 
attending any Bridge function and 
you are discussing the hands, it is 
very important to do this away 
from the table and the playing 
area. Bridge is a competitive 
game and it is very easy to get 
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“caught up” in the competition 
and make comments about the 
hands not realizing that others in 
the room may be placed in an 
“awkward” position by overhear-
ing these comments. Although this 
may be unintentional by all par-
ties, we must remember that in 
order for Bridge to remain a “fair” 
competition, everyone must have 
an “equal” opportunity to explore 
the hands as unknown with no 
prior information.  One of the rea-
sons that we are drawn to the 
Bridge table is the mystery of the 
game; the continual challenge of 
bidding, declaring/defending a 
hand with the information that we 
receive during the auction and the 
rewarding/humbling feeling you 
experience after the hand is over.  
Everyone should be allowed to 
make choices without inferences 
in order for them to feel rewarded 
for masterful play or that all famil-
iar humbled feeling that comes 
with the knowledge that we 
should’ve made better choices. For 
example, that feeling of elation 
when you make a contract that 
appeared to be doomed from the 
beginning or how about that awful 
feeling of your face growing warm, 
knowing that you made an unfor-
tunate decision while looking for 
your sunglasses to hide from the 
glare of your partner or better yet 
feeling like you should crawl under 

the table! If this brings a smile to 
your face, you probably know 
what I’m talking about!!! So 
keep smiling and hope to see 
you at the tables. 

  
 
DELAWARE  190 
www.unit190.org 
Marie Filandro 
302-234-0623 
filandro@aol.com    

 

     Unit 190 has several events 
during the month of Decem-
ber.  Non-life masters will enjoy 
the annual Holiday NLM Sec-
tional scheduled for December 2 
until December 6 at the Bridge 
Studio.  Lots of silver points 
available!  Then on Sunday, De-
cember 13, the DSBA will hold its 
annual Holiday Party, which is 
combined with a unit open pairs 
two-session championship this 
year.  Finally, the Dave Treadwell 
Sectional is scheduled for De-
cember 27 through December 
31.  All events will take place at 
the Bridge Studio of Delaware. 
Information about them is on 
the DSBA website.  
     Don’t miss our Blue Hen Sec-
tional set for February 26 - Feb-
ruary 28 also at the Bridge Stu-
dio.  See Page 29.  This sectional 
will feature a new event, Swiss 
Pairs.  And plan ahead for the 
DELAWARE 2010 REGIONAL, 



December 2009 11 

 

April 26 - May 2.  The event has 
been relocated to the Holiday 
Inn, located at I-95 and Naaman’s 
Road.  Hopefully, players all along 
the I-95 corridor will find it con-
venient to drive to.  Check our 
unit website for additional infor-
mation. 
     We are all very proud to an-
nounce that Marie and Tom 
Grabowski have been appointed 
lifetime members of the ACBL’s 
National Goodwill Commit-
tee.  Both were recognized for 
their enthusiastic support for 
goodwill, at both our local club 
and at tournaments.  Everyone 
who knows them appreciates 
what a well deserved honor this is 
for them. 
     We are also proud of our 
members who did well in the Dis-
trict 4 NAP.  In Flight A Rick Row-
land placed third with partner 
Craig Robinson.  Flight B was won 
by Anne & Monty Taylor;  Chris 
Marlow and Andy Muenz placed 
third. Mary Boyd and Peter Harris 
won Flight C;  Linda Regan and 
Laurie Shelton were third. 
     Unit elections took place in 
September.  The DSBA Board of 
Directors officers are Alan 
Horowitz, President; Jeff Ruben, 
Vice-President; Ward Schaum-
berg, Treasurer; Harold Jordan, 
Secretary;  and Past President 
Anne Taylor.  Members are Bill 

Everitt, Marie Filandro, Mike 
Mocella, Richard Popper, Bar-
bara Rhoades, Rick Rowland, 
Jess Stuart and Carl & Trina 
Williams.  Thanks to Bruce 
Gwaltney who has agreed to 
join the Board to fill the posi-
t ion  o f  Mary  Pat 
McCrossin.  Mary Pat and her 
husband, Ed, are relocating to 
Florida. They have done a 
fabulous job of teaching 
bridge to newcomers to the 
game.  We wish them well as 
they leave, but will sincerely 
miss them.  
     As always, congratulations 
to our players who have ad-
vanced in rank.  Jane Drevo is 
a new Life Master.  Bill Everitt, 
Tom Hughes, Carolyn Price, 
Sydney Spruance, Nancy 
Steele and David Venetianer 
are new Bronze Life Masters. 
Joe DeColli, Nancy Jose, Kath-
leen Miller, Bridgett Pitt, Lou 
Tobia and Gladys White are all 
new Silver Life Masters. 

   
 
SUSQUEHANNA  217 
http://unit217.nepab.com/ 

Jacqueline Humilovich 
814-237-5534 
psu4814@verizon.net 

 

     Unit 217 members have 
been involved in a variety of 
activities over the past few 

mailto:psu4814@verizon.net
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months.  The State College Bridge 
Club participated in the Jane John-
son Club Appreciation team games.  
Club members played on Swiss 
teams with pairs being matched as 
teammates through random draw-
ings.  The games were well at-
tended and provided a unique 
competition for the players. 
     Tim LeVan offered Bridge Basics 
1, where he presented components 
of Audrey Grant’s Bridge Series at 
the Williamsport Bridge House. 
     The Susquehanna Sectional 
Bridge Tournament was held Octo-
ber 23-25 at the Williamsport 
Bridge House.  Once again, the 
tournament was a great success.  
Vera Peters and Connie Bamer en-
sured that partnerships were es-
tablished .  The Hospitality Commit-
tee of Peg Herz, Judy Stein, Ann 
Day, Lois Wentzler, Sandy Gilbert 
and others provided a delicious 
array of homemade treats.  A 
board meeting and general mem-
bership meeting were held on Sun-
day.  Sue Pierce announced that 
the Board of Directors will remain 
the same, and that amendments to 
the by-laws will be available at 
both the Williamsport and State 
College Bridge Clubs. The “Spring 
Out of Winter” Sectional has been 
permanently moved from Danville 
to Williamsport.  The dates for the 
2010 sectional tournaments have 
been set and are as follows: Spring 

Out of Winter Tournament at 
Williamsport,  March 26-28; 
State College Sectional June 11-
13; Susquehanna Sectional at 
Williamsport  September 10-12. 
     The results of the tourna-
ment Oct. 23-25 are: Friday Af-
ternoon:  Flight A/ Antonio Ber-
sani & Gene Waltz:  Flight B/ 
Sue Pierce & James Pierce:  
Flight C/ Helen Shaffer & 
Lorraine Lecce.  Friday Evening:  
A/ Antonio Bersani & Gene 
Waltz:  B/ Michael Anesko & 
Betsy Eliot: C/ David Marcello & 
George Lepley.  Saturday AM:  
A/ Ed Bissell & Mary Ann 
Churba: B/ Virginia Marshall & 
Cary Breech: C/ John Watts & E. 
Jane Watts. Saturday Evening:  
A/ Antonio Bersani & Gene 
Waltz: B/ David Hoover & Nancy 
Pfeiffer. Sunday Swiss Teams: A/ 
Carol Reitz, Jim McKeown, Kevin 
Burns, Jess Goodman: B/ Bonnie 
Elgar, William Elgar, Everett 
Weiermiller, Shirley Weiermiller. 
The overall Masterpoint Race 
Top Finishers:  12.48  Gene 
Waltz, 12.48  Antonio Bersani, 
11.12  Jess Goodman. 
     Best wishes to all of our 
members for a happy and 
healthy holiday season! 
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MASTER SOLVERS  

SPRING 2010 PROBLEMS 
Please send answers no later 
than December 31, 2009 to 
hbethe@aol.com. Methods are  
2/1 with “Walsh”. 

 

1. IMPs, NS Vul Dealer West 
AQ9 K10 9653 A1053 
   West North  East  South 
    3D    X        P      4D 
    P    4H    P     ?? 
A: DO YOU AGREE WITH 4D? IF NOT, 
WHAT?  B: WHAT NOW? 

 

2. MPs, EW Vul Dealer East 
AJ AQ96 KQJ85  75 

 West North  East  South 
    --    --     P    1D 
        P   1H   P     3H 
     P   3S     P     ?? 

3. MPs, EW Vul Dealer North 
 -- Q109843 AQ974  52 
 West North  East  South 
    --     P      P     ?? 
WOULD YOUR ANSWER CHANGE AT DIFFER-

ENT VULNERABILITY OR AT IMPS? 

 
4. IMPs, None Vul Dealer East 

 AQ5 K64 8  AQ7532 
 West   North  East  South 
    --     --       P      1C 
    P    1H     P      ?? 
 
Please submit your answers in the 
following format: 
Problem #; your last name; your 
answer; explanation. 
  eg: 1A. Bethe. Yes.  Pass, 3NT 
and 5C all seem to……… 
Use capital letters for suits. 
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PCBA UNIT 141 SECTIONALS 

all events are single sessions unless otherwise noted  

*(A 100-300, B 20-100, C 0-20) 
1 (A 2000+, B 750-2000, C 0-750) 

2 (A 3500+ , X 0-3500) separate 
(B 1250-2000, C 750-1250, D 0-750) 

3 Qualifying 2 session event with Barometer Final (Silver Points) 

TOURNAMENT CHAIR: 
JAY APFELBAUM 215-336-6421 

JAPFEL@VERIZON.NET 

PARTNERSHIP:  
TOM PURL 610-518-6790 
JERRY CRAIGE      609-965-2275 

FEBRUARY 

19-21, 2010 
  

 

 

FRIDAY, FEB 19 
Open Prs1 ...................... 1:30 & 7:30 
Non-Master Pairs* ...... 1:30 & 7:30 
 

SATURDAY, FEB 20 
Handicap KO Tms .... 10/2:30/7:30 
Non-Master Pairs* ......... 10 & 2:30 
Flighted Open Prs2  .............. 10:00 
Single Session Side Game ..... 2:30 
Open Pairs3 ................  2:30 & 7:30 
Flight B/C/D Open Pairs2 ...... 2:30 
Open Pairs1 ............................... 7:30 
 

 SUNDAY, FEB 21 

Flighted Swiss Teams2 ......... 10:00 
A/X- 5000+; 0-5000; B-0-3000 bktd 
2 session playthrough with short break 

Strat Non-Master Sws* .. 10 & 1:30 

JANUARY  

8-10, 2010 
  

 

FRIDAY, JAN 8 
Open Prs1 ...................... 1:30 & 7:30 
Non-Master Pairs* ...... 1:30 & 7:30 
  

SATURDAY, JAN 9 
Handicap KO Tms ....10/2:30/7:30 
Non-Master Pairs* .........10 & 2:30 
Flighted Open Prs2  .............. 10:00 
Single Session Side Game...... 2:30 
Open Pairs3 ................  2:30 & 7:30 
Flight B/C/D Open Pairs2 ...... 2:30 
Open Pairs1 ............................... 7:30 
 

 SUNDAY, JAN 10 

Flighted Swiss Teams2 ......... 10:00 
A/X- 5000+; 0-5000; B-0-3000 bktd 
2 session playthrough with short break 

Strat Non-Master Sws* . 10 & 1:30 

See website for directions: www.philadelphiabridge.info 

Knights of Columbus 
235 Limekiln Pike 

Glenside, PA 
215-576-9312 

Crescent Shriners Temple 
700 Highland Drive 
Westhampton, NJ 

609-702-9440 
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A Spot 4 the Advancing Player 
by Jay Apfelbaum 
(japfel@verizon.net) 

This is a continuing series of arti-
cles written for the advancing 
player. I welcome any questions or 
suggestions about future articles. 
Please send them to the publisher. 
Who knows? You may be men-
tioned in a future article! Since be-
ginning this series, I have been 
asked about several conventions. 
Keep asking! Your questions give 
me direction about what the next 
article should be about. 

     This article will focus on two 
very different aspects of Weak 
Two Bid openings. The first part 
covers what to do when the op-
ponents double our weak two 
bid. The second part covers 
what to do when the opponents 
open 2 or 2 and we have a 
strong major-minor two suiter. 
     There is a reason to pre-
empt. IT WORKS! The preempt 
uses up bidding space to make 
life more difficult for the oppo-
nents. The preempt is the best 
defensive bid in bridge unless 
the opposition can double for 
penalties. If a hand is weak 
enough to preempt, the odds 
are the opponents will have the  
balance of power. The oppo-
nents have a better than 50% 
chance of declaring the hand. 
This is especially true when the 
next player doubles for takeout. 
Enter the McCabe convention. 
The idea is to give our side a 

good start on defending the 
enemy contract. A single 
raise shows either the Ace or 
King in partner's suit. A new 
suit is lead directing, but is 
actually a raise. Redouble 
shows a strong hand. Lastly, 
2NT shows a long suit and 

asks partner to bid 3 . 
     Let us see this convention 
is action. Partner opens 2. 
The next hand doubles. Bid-

ding 2, 3  or 3 promises 
three or more hearts but asks 
our partner to lead the suit 
we just bid rather than a 
heart. We do not need a long 
suit for our bid; just one we 
want our partner to lead. 
Something like K-Q-10-x 
would be perfect. 
     If we bid 3, we promise 
a high heart (Ace or King) so 
that our partner can safely 
lead the suit. A redouble 
shows a strong hand; the 
same sort of hand that would 
redouble if our partner 
opened one of a suit and the 
next player doubled (except it 
is an opening bid or better, 
not just 10 high card points). 
Finally, 2NT says we want to 
play in our own suit rather 
than in our partner's suit. A 
typical hand for bidding 2NT 
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is a seven-card suit of our own 
and at most a singleton in our 
partner's suit. 
     The second part of this arti-
cle answers the question of 
what to do after our opponent 
opens 2 or 2 and we hold a 
strong hand with five or more 
cards in the other major suit 
and five or more cards in one 
of the minor suits. Enter the 
Leaping Michaels convention. 
Our right-hand opponent opens 
2, and we hold something 
like S: A-K-J-x-x; H: x; D: A-K-
Q-x-x; C: x-x. We want to be in 
game, but which one? Bidding 
3 will not help us if our part-
ner holds a singleton heart and 
long diamonds. Likewise, dou-
bling will not help us if our part-

ner bids 3 . We can follow up 
with 3, but there is no particu-
lar reason to think that our 
partner will know to bid dia-
monds holding short hearts 
and three or four diamonds. 
     Using the Leaping Michaels 

convention, we can jump to 4  
or 4 to show that suit along 
with at least five cards in the 
other major suit. Our partner 
takes a preference. If our part-
ner holds a good hand with an 
outside Ace, he will bid that 
Ace. The leaper will then bid 
the cheapest suit he holds to 
show no interest. Any other bid 
cooperates in looking for a 
slam. 

     Let us see the Leaping 
Michaels convention in ac-
tion. Our right-hand opponent 
opens 2, and we bid 4. 
Our partner will bid 4 or 5 
to sign off in that game. A bid 

of 4 or 5  shows the Ace of 
that suit and slam interest. 
Over 4, we bid 4 if we 
have no slam interest. Any 
other bid cooperates and 
shows a first round control 

(Ace or void). Over 5 , we 
bid 5 if we have no slam 
interest. Any other bid coop-
erates and shows a first 
round control (Ace or void). A 
no trump bid accepts this 
slam try and shows second 
round control of the other 
"side" suit. Our partner is ex-
pected to place the contract. 
Bidding the other side suit 
shows first round control of 
that suit. 

SAVE THE DATES 
APRIL 26 - MAY 2 

Tom Grabowski and 
Sue Corbett are work-

ing hard on the Delaware Regional 
which is being held at the Holiday 
Inn Select in Claymont, DE. This is a 
new location that has free parking, 
15 minutes from the Phila. airport 
and seconds off of I-95. There will 
be nightly hospitality, plenty of 
knockouts and novice games 
plus other surprises. See the 
schedule in the next 4Spot or on 
the Unit 190 website.        
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by 

MARTI RONEMUS 

mronemus@comcast.net 

      My little dog Ming learned to wag 
her tail when she sees an ace; YOU 
can learn to play bridge–eventually!! 
That‟s the easy part. The hard part is 
having the courage to plunge right in 
there and DO it! We learn a little 
piece at a time, and it‟s not like a 
jigsaw puzzle – you (fortunately!) can 
play without all the pieces. If you wait 
until all the pieces are there, you‟ll be 
too old to hold the cards. 
     I remember one night when I was 
a rookie and I wandered into an 
open game by mistake. It was terrify-
ing! I sat there praying I wouldn‟t 
have six points so I wouldn‟t have to 
bid. Then I thought: What am I afraid 
of? I worked in midtown Manhattan 
for ten years. I dealt with foreign cab 
drivers and snippy waiters on a daily 
basis. I taught reading in prison for 
Literacy Council and had run the 
gauntlet of prison guards…scarier 
than the prisoners.  How hard could 
this be in comparison to THAT! 
Game bids, here I come!! 
     Be brave! Be fearless! Sooner or 
later, the math and mechanics will 
come. Till then, have fun and bid em‟ 
like you‟ve got „em. 
     You may have noticed that some-
times the Big Dog players don‟t like 
playing with you. Have you won-
dered why? You may think it‟s be-
cause you are slow or that you are 

fondling your bidding boxes (security 
blankets!), or hesitating. Nope. Here‟s 
why. Last week at my club, a strange 
reversal happened. It was Workshop 
night at the club, and it‟s geared to-
ward the 49ers crowd. A lovely pair of 
more experienced players with close 
to 300 points each wandered into that 
lesson and game. As they were leav-
ing, I teased them about being like a 
pair of swans at a duckling conven-
tion. But listen to this: The ducklings 
had “fixed” the advanced players but 
good. The Swans came in close to 
the bottom, hardly knowing what hit 
them. They were reeling from strange 
events, like jump shift bids made 
without the partner having any idea if 
they were weak or strong, bids that 
didn‟t even resemble the hands that 
were holding them. To their credit 
they were laughing as they staggered 
into the parking lot, with one of the 
lowest scores they‟d ever had. One 
said, “I sure hope I don‟t run into 
them again until they know how to 
play this game right!” 
     You‟ll hear a lot of old bridge play-
ers saying, “Back in our day, there 
weren‟t all these Newcomer games. 
We just played with the Big Dogs and 
took our licks. We survived and were 
better for it.” While there is something 
to be said for this argument, I dis-
agree. There isn‟t a sport in the world 
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that doesn‟t have a “farm team” sys-
tem, a minor league program. Think 
about it. That‟s what your Newcomer 
games are. As you gain in confidence 
and competence, you‟ll start wander-
ing into the Open games once in a 
while. You‟ll learn, that‟s for sure, and 
you‟ll take your licks, knowing you‟ve 
always got your peer games to return to. 
     By the way, have you heard the 
discussions about whether or not 
Bridge belongs in the Olympics as a 
sport? I have no real opinion on this, 
but I do have a thought:. I want you to 
picture the typical bridge team wear-
ing Spandex, marching in the opening 
Parade of Champions. Can you see it? 
     Till next time, then…have fun and 
think Spandex. 

2010 BLUE HEN  
SECTIONAL 
Unit 190 

  

 
Bridge Studio of DE 

Foulkestone Plaza 
Wilmington DE 
302-476-5431 

  
  

February 26 - 28 
  
  

Friday, February 26 
1:00 & 7:00 pm  single sessions 

Stratified Open Pairs (1 pm) 
Stratified 99er Pairs (1pm) 

Strata-Flighted A/X Pairs (7pm) 
Strata-Flighted B/C/D Pairs (7pm) 

Stratified 199er Pairs (7pm) 

 
  

Saturday, February 27 

1:00 & 7:00 pm    2 sessions  
*NEW EVENT*  STRATIFIED SWISS PRS1 

1:00 & 7:00 pm  single sessions 
Stratified 99er Pairs (1pm) 

Stratified Open Pairs (1 & 7 pm) 
Stratified 199er Pairs (7pm) 

 

SPECIAL HOSPITALITY DESSERT  
AT EVENING SESSION  

  
 

Sunday, February 28 

11:00 am Playthrough 
Flight A/X 2 Session Swiss Teams 

Strat B/C/D 2 Session Swiss 
 

 

1 See insert for explanation of event 
  

 

 

TOURNAMENT CHAIR: RICHARD POPPER 
302-764-3208 

PARTNERSHIP: TRINA WILLIAMS 
  

SEE WEBSITES FOR DIRECTIONS 
WWW.UNIT190.ORG 

WWW.BRIDGE-STUDIO.ORG 

NEW EVENT AT BLUE HEN SECTIONAL 
SWISS PAIRS 

 

Each pair will play a 6- 8 board match 
against other pairs.  The number and 
length of the matches and the num-
ber of boards in each match will de-
pend on the number of entries, but  
the length of the session will be much 
the same as in a typical pair game.  
Everyone will play the same boards at 
the same time and the results will be 
matchpointed across the field.  Each 
pair’s % score from the boards in the 
match will be converted to victory 
points. The scale depends on the 
length of the match, but normally a 
score of about 66% over the course of 
the match will produce a blitz.  Pair-
ing, just as in a Swiss team, is random 
for the first match.  Thereafter, each 
pair will be paired against another 
pair with a similar record.  The pair 
with the most victory points wins! 
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Notes from Lancaster 
  

  2259 Tables 

  1449 Players Attended 

13,680 Masterpoints Awarded 

LANCASTER RED ROSE 
Lancaster PA - Oct 26-Nov 1 

 1 70.13  Carl Berenbaum 
 2     68.08  Rick Rowland 
 3     63.06  Ken Cohen 
 4     62.17  Meyer Kotkin 
 5     58.20  Thomas Weik 
 6     55.64  Leonard Gellman 
 7     55.64  Ala Hamilton-Day 
 8     54.61  Bill Parks 
 9     54.58  David Legrow 
10     50.44  Mitchell Snyder 

 DISTRICT 4 PLAYERS OF THE YEAR LEADERS 
(AS OF 9/30/09) 

 

DAVE TREADWELL AWARD (Open) 
Ken Cohen 

JEANNE FISHER AWARD (0-2000) 
Andy Muenz 

JANE SEGAL AWARD NLM (0-500) 
Ronald Hutchinson  
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  District MP Race Leaders through 11/6/09 
  
  Mini McKenney Ace of Club 
0-5  Larry Abramovitz  
5-50  Mary Boyd  
20-50  Stephen Vineberg  
50-100 Michael Klein  Steve Valencic 
100-200 Amal Chatterjee Jacob Rubinstien 
200-300  Phyllis Taxin   
300-500  Nancy Steele   
500-1000  Bridgett Pitt   
1000-2500 Barbara Rhoades Suzanne Cohen 
2500-5000 Bill Parks   Randall Berseth 
5000-7500 Thomas Weik  Arnold Selig 
7500-10,000 Craig Robinson Rhoda Kaufman 
over 10,000 Robert Levin  John & Selena 
            Swanson 

2009 DISTRICT 4 
GOOD WILL  
HONOREES 

 
 

JUDY ARGENTO 

Kingston PA 
 
 

MARIE GRABOWSKI 

Hockessin DE 

 
 

TOM GRABOWSKI 

Hockessin DE 
 
 

RON ORR 

Falling Waters WV 

2009 DISTRICT 4 
CHARITY COMMITTEE 

APPOINTEES 
 

RICK ROWLAND 

Wilmington DE 
 
 

JULIE BROOKS 

Emmaus PA 



Upcoming District 4 Tournaments 

     

Dec 
2-6 

NLM Holiday Party 
Unit 190 

Bridge Studio of DE 
Wilmington DE 

Alexis Ciconte 
302-571-9092  

Dec 
4-6 

Harrisburg 
Unit 168 

Harrisburg Bridge Club 
Camp Hill PA 

Bob Priest 
717-579-5665  

Dec 
7-13 

DISTRICT 4 
STaC 

CLUBS 
John Marks 

215-891-0602 
 

Dec 
14-20 

D-6 & Unit 190 
STaC 

Clubs 
Barbara Israel 
410-381-9445  

Dec 
27-31 

David Treadwell Sect. 
Unit 190 

Bridge Studio of DE 
Wilmington DE 

Harold Jordan 
302-584-0213  

2010     

Jan  
8-10 

Syracuse Winter 
Unit 112 

Cicero Fire Hall 
Cicero NY 

Robert Simard 
315-656-3204  

Jan 
8-10 

PCB New Year’s 
Unit 141 

Crescent Shriners Temple 
Westhampton NJ 

Jay Apfelbaum 
215-336-6421 

25 

Jan 
29-31 

Harrisburg 
Unit 168 

Holiday Inn 
New Cumberland PA 

Bob Priest 
717-579-5665 

 

Feb 
7 

York 299er 
Unit 168 

Bridge Boardroom 
York PA 

Marti Ronemus 
717-699-5222 

 

Feb 
12-15 

BMBU Winter 
Unit 121 

Bridge Room 
Reading PA 

Louise Remley 
610-478-9354 

 

Feb 
15-21 

Unit 112 
STaC 

Clubs 
Warren Marsland 

585-442-8753 
 

Feb 
19-21 

PCBA Winter 
Unit 141 

Knights of Columbus 
Glenside PA 

Jay Apfelbaum 
215-336-6421 

25 

Feb 
26-28 

Blue Hen 
Unit 190 

Bridge Studio of DE 
Wilmington DE 

Richard Popper 
302-764-3208 

29 


