
  

 
 

 

   

 

 
 

 

THE PHILLY SUMMER NATIONALS  
 

FAQ’s 

  
WHY? 
It is fabulous! Go to find the best bridge, a nice registration gift, some 
afternoon snacks of cheesesteaks, soft pretzels, and Tastykakes, and 
explore the culture, the history, and the arts, of the birthplace of America. 
Yes, the festivities include gifts, prizes, Mummers strutting, and delicious 
treats but, more importantly, your friends and future friends will be there! 
Besides eleven days of my favorite game, with events for the very newest 
newcomers to the very oldest experts, there are other fun happenings. 
Bowling, karaoke, board games, and a photobooth happen on Beyond Bridge 
Game night on Sunday July 27th at 8:30. Three days later, at Bridge Mania, 
James Holzhauer will be hosting Jeopardy, and the Grossack bro’s are 
emceeing Family Feud on Wednesday July 30th. A "Wear your Best NABC Tee-
Shirt" contest also runs on July 30th. If you play that day, wear your oldest, 
rarest, prettiest, rattiest, or most colorful NABC tee-shirt for fame, glory, laud 
and honor and maybe even a prize. At both events, there’s light food, a cash 
bar, and great fun! 

  
WHO? 
Everybody should go! There’s special bridge games for every level where you 
can play against your peers or try your hand against the sharks. Just getting 
started? Try the friendly bridge experience of the Intermediate/Newcomer 
Area at the NABC! Stop by and see Linda and Brendan O’Malley at the 
welcoming Intermediate/Newcomer Desk for more information and your 
special goodie bag. 
 



Soak up some bridge knowledge, sharpen your skills and take your game to 
new heights as you learn from world-class teachers and players. Most days 
at 9:15 a.m. and 2:15 p.m., before the morning and afternoon games, there 
will be celebrity speakers giving lessons and pointers. 

  
WHERE? 
The Downtown Marriott, Jefferson Station, and the Reading Terminal 
Market, are situated on three of the four corners of the intersection of 12th 
and Filbert Streets. Reservations at the Marriott should be made through 
Conference Direct at (855) 956-0776 or online by clicking here to get the 
special bridge rate of $199+tax. Reservations close on July 2nd. If you just 
call without getting the bridge rate, the Marriott is quoting up to $1,000 a 
night! The entrance to the Marriott is now on Filbert Street, which is one 
block North of Market St., while the entrance to the Reading Terminal Market 
is on the opposite corner of 12th and Filbert Streets. The Marriott is the 
playing site for all NABC events, although the Youth and Collegiate events 
are held in the Convention Center Headhouse. 
 
FOOD! 
After you’ve checked out some of the 50+ vendors at the Reading Terminal 
Market, you can walk a block or two down 13th Street and you will find a 
sumptuous array of some of the best casual restaurants in Philadelphia. One 
of my favorites is Sampan, which is Pan-Asian, but there’s Mexican at El Vez, 
Pearl and Mary Oyster Bar, Prunella, Alpen Rose, and Bud and Marilyn’s. But 
maybe I should walk a few blocks North to Chinatown, where there’s Sang 
Kee Peking Duck House, EMei, Ho Sai Gai, MLBB Hot Pot, and Lee How Fook, 
to list a few. Check out the Philadelphia Restaurant Guide prepared just for 
this NABC, for more options. 

  
HOW to get there by train? 
All SEPTA Regional Rail lines stop at Jefferson Station, which is located next 
to the Marriott. This includes the Airport Line, Chestnut Hill West Line, Fox 
Chase Line, Lansdale/Doylestown Line, Manayunk/Norristown 
Line, Media/Wawa Line, Paoli/Thorndale Line, Trenton Line, Warminster 
Line, and Wilmington/Newark Line. 
  

https://sn8u7oeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Y3RVlFeVFY41Lu9FZLsgsrqecTrW4_ty-eto7m5tJZj21sHyHOMuJo8_Xl5gzx51TSFdaxbZlp1xPJVwctLiIIZtJEkMDujbCSAr8LYWG-FDTvev4dQ2uvDw3ljb_zfsto28qFCdJQWR_n5NFMqab0vAvW7Vi9yEzwB5-Aa6euAsRWovgoKQFsmMN5CUB9qIo8RVrswPqBUkYE-n4rjL3gjft8sNtlZM&c=rtmCa9ryC2RANkFA7F_BT8dLIqOZVhAtgvLZyZj4M6RKU9PwIcuaog==&ch=bxDYSeIdV6uQm-paa6Sjff3MeEQdRjC5ncATRJ94_WWKicNT8lqVLw==
https://sn8u7oeab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Y3RVlFeVFY41Lu9FZLsgsrqecTrW4_ty-eto7m5tJZj21sHyHOMuJo8_Xl5gzx513P94sS9UGtqp5cGTl55rS33d1Oh67jsq1v_GKH21N5dWkA440vv1nUJesl5Ny_GFpIVT9MJ3SaxIRMVnnYw286aKUfcAAWeDE4CxQYlag05SYTg4vU2PBkst4laRq55iwqtSF5LXvwR19JqHnOe0veja_UO08x1G5gXWslX3fGGI7y3xCl-23oE3wuATwQM66XDjsDaT5VzUUuovJiKN8l-odT5BZefUnsOZFf7z5JHsucXTjCWC2Iz0BuRRUPfxBXKy0gYAxqKeSLHy3-0uspWmCb93msgZHQngB3xfm_MHgoNqupg5eN-T0jxEjaOadP4L6WhYaz7BcQl3Y6X0XKHIQmEfS0gHbt5XYU-qfOfUTAQeeBjp10cKeigw6CCRGX8gCEdU4j20Z_2CVWqI3J7D5wkc34K15ZUhslPOek5_y4YhvoVA_pr-K3z1hWAB0TDzOp8CAtmKUXQ3f2lDrlE02LdlpIFToUIYdDbXxFcuSdqPNdU0SuIjOLfTixibFaUfSIKEqf-Rf_GiDM07BaAY2wlHsxm7MG9AQiiZQhBZKsvKrOw3sIn_JGA_-D8Cnxrnv19rnnrFw6nWOsObkhL_TuOBWjlVrJyNvK11grHZ7Hof17EVVr9QwqvRxxFLTTem9Qstqghfogg-Sbz__mIEc_qIjFGWwoz0sanQZ8dD0DHlw0ZdEUC78JluieKvzZqUdBqrG99M_VPRM__fPF5l12MngS8rs94Nf0MnqvuqJTDKJ1GJFEtNTkfTE2wuEa8HgiT-hxO2kUGqVDJng7CS8WFmjKAvKhj59K6aQTIp8pie687dyQ==&c=rtmCa9ryC2RANkFA7F_BT8dLIqOZVhAtgvLZyZj4M6RKU9PwIcuaog==&ch=bxDYSeIdV6uQm-paa6Sjff3MeEQdRjC5ncATRJ94_WWKicNT8lqVLw==
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If you're 65+, you want to get a SEPTA Key Senior Fare Card. There's no 
charge to get one, and it allows you to ride all of SEPTA - including Regional 
Rail (within PA) - FOR FREE! You can get one at SEPTA Headquarters (1234 
Market Street, Philadelphia, PA) or at your local legislator's office. If you have 
a Senior Fare Card it is half-fare to ride from New Jersey or Wilmington, 
although they do not always collect this. Download the easy-to-use SEPTA 
parking app to pay for your $2 lot or $4 garage parking fee. 
 
HOW to get there by car? 
There is only valet parking at the Marriott which charges $69.50 plus tax(!!!). 
If you use a parking app, there are much cheaper options available. District 
4 and the ACBL have partnered with SpotHero, a parking application which 
allows you to book an earlier cheaper parking spot right from your phone. 
It's the fastest and cheapest way to book parking. SpotHero, moreover, gave 
us a discount parking code of ACBL72483, which is good for 10% off the 
cost of your parking. Download today the top-rated SpotHero app on your 
smartphone. 
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WHAT GAME? 
For the newest newcomers, on Friday July 25th, players with fewer than 5 
masterpoints play for FREE in Intermediate/Newcomer events. On Saturday 
and Sunday, July 26th and 27th, there are FREE lessons from 8 am to 9:45, 
followed by a FREE short game (12 boards) for players with fewer than 20 
masterpoints. On Wednesday July 30th there will be a 99er 
Intermediate/Newcomer game at 10 am, which is limited to players with less 
than 100 masterpoints. 
 
If you see an event in red, such as the Alan Horowitz Memorial 299er Pairs, 
on Tuesday July 29th at 10 am, it is for players who have less than 300 
points. These games are also stratified so your results will be compared to 
players like yourself. 
 
If you look at the schedule of events, you will see that events in blue lettering, 
such as the King of Prussia Bridge Club Gold Rush Pairs on Thursday July 
31st at 10 am and 3 pm, are for Gold Rush games. These Gold Rush games 



are for players who have less than 750 points and are stratified at 
750/400/200 points. They’re called Gold Rush because with certain results 
you can get those coveted gold points. 
 
If you see events in green lettering on the schedule, those are regionally-
rated events. There are different stratifications by average masterpoints for 
different Regionally Rated pair and team events, which you can see listed 
on the schedule. The Rick Rowland Top-Flight Pairs on Tuesday July 29th is 
stratified into two flights listed as unlimited/5000. 
 
Events which are in BLACK and are BOLD are generally open to all players, 
with certain exceptions. For instance, to play in the VON ZEDWITZ LIFE 
MASTER PAIRS, which begins on Friday July 25th, you have to be a Life 
Master. BUT there are events in BLACK which are not in bold, such as 
the     0-3000 MINI-SPINGOLD KNOCKOUT TEAMS, which start on Tuesday 
July 29th, and which are Nationally-rated events, but have masterpoint 
limitations. 
 
BUYING ENTRIES? 
All members of District 4, or anyone who is staying at the Marriott, receive a 
$10 per session discount, but you must go through Entry Express. It is 
recommended that you do this through your smartphone or computer the 
night before the event. Either you or your partner can register for an event 
through Entry Express. If you don’t have a smartphone or computer, or you 
make arrangements that day to play, you need to go to an Entry Express Help 
Desk and wait in line to get the $10 discount voucher. You then take the 
voucher to where you will need to purchase the entry. 
Come and play! 
  
 

Ala Hamilton-Day 

Tournament Co-Chair 
  

 

 

 
 

  

 


